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ITALY FACES EAST 


ALKAN politics are again troubling 

the Chancelleries of Europe. Ru- 
mors from Jugoslavia tell of Italy’s plans 
in Albania intended to make that moun- 
tainous frontier into an Italian province. 
Italian spokesmen reply that their coun- 
try has no object save to develop Al- 
bania’s material resources and to maintain 
a stable and orderly government. 


The basis of Jugosiavia’s present alarm, 
antedates the November 27, 1926, Treaty 
of Tirana between Italy and Albania by 
which the latter’s “political, juridical and 
territorial status quo is guaranteed.’’* 
Prior to the conclusion of this treaty, 
Italy had secured a first lien on Albanian 
customs and on her national monopolies 
as security for a loan of fifty million gold 
lira to be spent under Italian supervision 
through an Italian engineering corpora- 
tion. All the construction work is being 
paid for out of these loans which are really 
only credits placed at the disposal of 
the Albanian Government. The annual 
charges on the loan amount to $1,700,000. 
The total of Albanian exports in a normal 
year does not exceed a million dollars, 
and the total receipts of the state budget 
scarcely amount to three times the inter- 
est charges on the Italian loan. Critics of 
Italian policy insist that the loan is es- 
sentially political, and is in effect merely 
the means of giving Italy an excuse for 
controlling the coast. 

The Treaty of Tirana permits Italy to 
intervene at the request of the Albanian 
Government in case of disturbance. It is 
this provision which dispatches from 
Vienna of last week report that President 
Ahmed Zogu Bey intends to utilize in or- 
der to defend his position in case of revolt 
in the Catholic north or in case of opposi- 
tion to his assumption of the title of king. 


—_———— 


*News Bulletin, Vol. VI, No. 6, December 17, 1926. 


Certainly Italy is developing with sur- 
prising rapidity her commercial interests 
in Albania. Furthermore, she is construct- 
ing military roads there and has under- 
taken a geodetic survey of the Albanian 
coast. Moreover, the Tirana Treaty, 
apparently tacitly approved by Great 
Britain, but concluded without the knowl- 
edge of Jugoslavia, seems a violation of 
the spirit of the treaty of cordial col- 
laboration signed by ltaly and Jugoslavia 
January 27, 1924. 

Italy’s interests in Albania are evident. 
Control of entrance and exit to the Adri- 
atic, continuously a source of rivalry be- 
tween Austria-Hungary and Italy prior to 
1914, is a vital principle of Italian foreign 
policy. More recently this has been sup- 
plemented by a demand for an open door 
for economic intercourse in the Balkans. 

In any case Italian dominance of Al- 
bania is a contingency which no student 
of European affairs can ignore. Whether, 
as one writer recently put it, Tirana is a 
Locarno or a Serajevo depends mostly on 
the intentions of Italy. These only time 
will disclose. 


Union or Dissension? 

HILE the American marines, follow- 

ing the example of the British, pa- 
rade in Shanghai, rumors from Peking 
hint at the possibility of a compromise be- 
tween the forces of the Kuomintang and 
those of the northern federation of war- 
lords, headed by Chang Tso-lin. However, 
if a report from Shanghai of March 7, is 
to be credited, the southerners have with- 
in the last few days made notable gains by 
completing their occupation of the Prov- 
ince of Anhwei. This is all the more sig- 
nificant if, as seems probable, this Prov- 
ince went over to the Nationalists quietly 
rather than as a result of conquest. 


From Peking, too, emanate day by day 
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rumors of friction in the southern forces 
between Chiang Kai-shek, the brilliant 
military leader and Chen, the Foreign 
Minister. Chiang Kai-shek is said to ob- 
ject to the alleged influence of Borodin, 
the Russian representative, in determin- 
ing Chen’s policy. Coming from Peking, 
one of the centers of opposition and in- 
trigue against the south, these reports 
should be taken with many grains of salt. 


One unquestionably significant fact is 
that both Wellington Koo, the head of the 
Peking government, and Chen of the 
southern government have expressed in 
very similar language in communications 
to Congressman Porter their appreciation 
of his part in securing the passage of his 
resolution urging that the United States 
begin negotiations with China of new and 
equal treaties to replace the present 
treaties which give to the United States as 
to the other powers, extraordinary privi- 
leges in China. Thus as vis a vis the 
foreigner, north and south can and do 
unite. 


French Preparedness 


The French Chamber by a vote of 500 
to 31 passed on March 7, an extraordinar- 
ily comprehensive national defense act. 
This provides that in time of war every 
French citizen, without distinction of age 
or sex, with be conscripted as a member 
of the national defense force, and as such 
will be at the disposal of the Government. 
Similarly all the private resources of the 
French people will be mobilized for de- 
fense. In effect, this is a plan worked out 
in great detail and based on the experience 
of the last war, for the complete conscrip- 
tion of both man-power and wealth. It 
is the first of a series of measures reor- 
ganizing the whole defense of the country. 
It may result later in the reduction of the 
regular military service to one year. 


France is also now beginning work on 
a program of fortifications for her eastern 
frontier which it is estimated will cost 
7,000,000,000 francs. Painlevé, the War 
Minister, who is chiefly credited with the 
initiative for this program, declares that 
while France is working fervently for 
peace through international cooperation, 
security of “the most geographically ex- 
posed country in Europe must not remain 
a temptation for those evil forces which 
continue to torment this old world.” 


Notes 


Secretary Mellon announced recently, 
that the United States Treasury would ac- 
cept the French offer to pay this year the 
same amount as France would have paid 
had the debt settlement been ratified: (that 
is, $10,000,000 additional to the $20,000,- 
000 paid annually on the war surplus). 
Thus the United States follows the ex- 
ample set by the British. 


Poincaré has again shown his astonish- 
ing political perspicacity. In French poli- 
tical circles recently, four policies have 
been urged in reference to the British and 
American debts: 

1. Ratify and pay. 2. Neither ratify nor 
pay. 3. Ratify but not pay. 4. Pay but not 
ratify. 

It is this last which Poincaré has 
chosen. In so doing he has placated politi- 
cal animosity at home and created a good 
impression abroad. Whether the State 
Department will now withdraw its virtual 
embargo against private loans to France 
is still uncertain. Probably it will not 
change this policy. 


An announcement was made by Sir 
Austen Chamberlain in the House of 
Commons on March 38, that his Govern- 
ment would not break off relations with 
Soviet Russia at present, but that it 
would give Moscow another chance to 
“conform to the conduct of the ordinary 
rules of international life and comity.” 
For the present, the danger of a breach, 
which might have had serious reper- 
cussions throughout the East, seems to 
have been removed. 


The New York State Court of Appeals, 
in a decision handed down March 1, de- 
clared unconstitutional an act passed by 
the State Legislature in 1926, preventing 
Russian policy holders from sueing for 
settlement of their claims until thirty days 
after recognition of the Soviet régime by 
the United States. Former Secretary of 
State, Charles E. Hughes, acted before the 
Court as attorney for the New York Life 
Insurance Company, the defendant. The 
decision of the Appelate Division of the 
State Supreme Court has thus been con- 
firmed. 


Slavery or “Sacred Trust?” by John H. 
Harris, with Preface by Professor Gil- 
bert Murray. London, Williams and 
Norgate, Ltd., 1926. .A discussion at 
once pointed and restrained of some of 
the outstanding defects of the colonial 
and mandate systems. 


The People of Ararat, by Joseph Burtt, 
F.R.G.S. London, The Hogarth Press. 
1926. A popular sketch of Armenian 
history, including a discussion of the 
unfortunate effect of British policy 
upon recent Armenian development. 

Palestine Awake—The Rebirth of a Na- 
tion, by Sophie Irene Loeb. New York. 
The Century Co., 1926. The story of 
the Palestine boom. Appendices report 
the rehabilitation work of the Pro- 
Jerusalem Society. 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 
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